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took refuge in the town ; the horse, under Cromwell's command, were withdrawn in good order from position to position. Four troops of his regiment under Major Whalley, and four Lincoln troops under Captain Ayscough, alternately retiring and facing the enemy, covered the withdrawal.
" They with this handful faced the enemy, and dared them to the teeth in, at the least, eight or nine several removes, the enemy following at their heels ; and they, though their horses were exceedingly tired, retreating in order near carbine shot of the enemy, who thus followed them, firing upon them ; Colonel Cromwell gathering up the main body and facing them behind those two lesser bodies."
In this order he effected his retreat to Lincoln without loss.
Without a greater force it was impossible to drive Newcastle back, and in announcing his victory Cromwell appealed for reinforcements.
" God follows us with encouragements. . . . They come in season ; as if God should say, ' Up and be doing, and I will stand by you and help you/ There is nothing to be feared but our own sin and sloth. . . . If I could speak words to pierce your hearts with the sense of our and your condition I would."
Two thousand foot must be raised at once if they meant to save Gainsborough. " If somewhat be not done in this you will see Newcastle's army march up into your bowels, being now, as it is, on this side Trent. I know it will be difficult to raise thus many